The Top 20 Fun Things (to do in Springfield)! 

Special Kid Friendly Activities.
Watch Illinois Politics in action from balcony level seating at the Illinois State Capitol. (check the schedule to see if the legislature is in session)
Tour Abraham Lincoln’s former home, built in 1839. http://www.nps.gov/features/liho/home/home.htm
Explore the state’s colorful history at the Illinois State Museum. 502 South Spring Street.  Visit          “Changes,” the Discovery Room and “At Home in the Heartland.”   217-782-7386. http://www.museum.state.il.us/
Springfield has a zoo!  Henson C. Robinson Zoo.  15 acre park featuring native and exotic animals.  Can also see Lake Springfield.  1100 East Lake Drive.  217-753-6217

See lemurs, cheetahs, penguins and more at the Henson Robinson Zoo. http://www.hensonrobinsonzoo.org/page.php?2
Take a guided hike through Springfield’s Lincoln Memorial Garden. The fall and spring time tours are most enchanting. http://www.lmgnc.org/
Visit the oldest residence in Springfield, the Elijah Iles Home. http://www.ileshouse.com/
In the Fall and Winter months, Watch for the UIS Sangamon Auditorium schedule of symphonies and Broadway Show Productions. http://www.uis.edu/sangamonauditorium/onstage/
Ice skating is available year round.  You betcha.  Head to Nelson Recreation Center, two ice rinks are available, in Lincoln Park, right near the Fairgrounds.   1602 North 5th Street.   217-753-2800 http://www.springfieldparks.org/facilities/ice/nelsonicerinks.asp
Try Springfield’s own Horseshoe Sandwich.  Horseshoes and for the lesser appetite, a Ponyshoe are available at many of our local restaurants.  

Shop til you Drop.  Springfield has White Oaks Mall, with Macy’s, the Gap,  Abercrombie and more!  Plus The Gables is available; upscale clothing and unique specialty shops dotted with unique restaurant fare. 

Visit and walk throughout the downtown Springfield Area.  Downtown is spotted with wonderful unique shops, fine dining and fun family restaurants.  

Don’t forget to visit the Old State Capitol, President Lincoln’s Law Office and the “New” State Capitol, even though the first legislative session was held in 1877! 

Visit Shea’s Gas Station Museum.  A favorite photo stop for Route 66 travelers from around the world.  A Charming and eclectic collection of over half a century of gas station memorabilia.  http://www.oldgas.com/info/sheasroute66.html
The original Cozy Dog also hails from Springfield.  The Cozy Dog or corn dog can be found at the Cozy Drive In, a traditional Route 66 diner at 2935 S. Sixth Street.

Oak Ridge Cemetery is the second-most visited cemetery in the United States.  Lincoln’s Tomb is located in this 365 acre cemetery along with the Museum of Funeral Customs. 

http://graveyards.com/IL/Sangamon/oakridge/

Bring your roller skates and have an afternoon or evening of skating with friends.Two rinks are available.  Skateland South and Skateland North both have kid friendly concessions. http://www.skatelandsouth.com/index.html 

What is a Carillon? A visit to Springfield’s oldest park, Washington Park will give you the answer.  The Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon is located in Washington Park.  A spectacular view of the city awaits you and its’ bell tower entertains park visitors. 

http://www.springfieldparks.org/parks/washington.asp

Frank Lloyd Wright’s famous Dana Thomas House…. My personal favorite! http://www.dana-thomas.org/tours.htm
